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Montclair’s Universal Pre-K:
Mini-Mounties 1s coming to MMO Programs!

A FREE, full-day public Pre-K program at MMO Programs, September 2026

e Must be 3 years old by Oct. 1, 2026
e Must be a Montclair resident
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Program Snapshot > ‘ Staff & Enrichment

e Full-day 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. » New Jersey Certified
o Extended care available for an Lead Teachers

e Small class size (15:2 child-staff ratio) Spanish, S.T.E.AM.

e Tools of the Mind curriculum o Follows MPS Calendar

Tour Week: Jan. 5 - Jan. 9 @ MMO Programs
ImPOYtant Mini-Mounties application opens (new families): Jan. 9
dates Priority deadline: Jan. 16 @ 9 a.m.

(202 /2026) e Placement notifications sent: Jan. 23
5 District registration opens for accepted families: Jan. 26

MMO Programs: mmoprograms.net | info@mmoprograms.org

Mini-Mounties: https:/ / sites.google.com/ mpsdnj.us/ minimounties




Frequently Asked Questions

Who qualifies for the Montclair Mini-Mounties Public Pre-K program? All Montclair residents who turn 3 years old by
Oct. 1, 2026, qualify for the Mini-Mounties. Students eligible for Kindergarten (5 by Oct. 1, 2026) cannot enroll in Public Pre-K.

How and when can | apply for the Mini-Mounties program? The Montclair School District opens the application for the
2026-2027 Mini-Mounties program on Jan. 9, 2026. All new families must apply through the district. The district places
eligible students in available spots in the order applications are received. If applicants exceed open spots, the district places
students on waiting lists for all ranked locations. If the district places your child at Mini-Mounties at MMO Programes,
you must complete registration for both Montclair Public Schools and MMO Programs.

What are the Mini-Mounties at MMO class sizes, age ranges, and teacher-student ratios? Mini-Mounties classrooms
have a maximum of 15 children with two full-time staff members. Two classrooms share a third staff member. Classrooms
are mixed age: 3 to 4s and 4 to 5s.

When does the school day begin and end? The full-day public Pre-K program runs for six hours (8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.),
Monday to Friday. Morning and afternoon extended care is available through MMO Programs for an additional cost.

¢ Extended Day Morning Care: 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. (available five days a week)

e Extended Day Aftercare: 2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (available for two, three, or five days)

Will my child be eligible for transportation to and from MMO Programs? Public Pre-K students who live 2+ miles from
their Pre-K location qualify for optional busing. MPS Transportation Dept. will notify you if your child is eligible for busing.

Does my child have to be toilet-trained to attend the Mini-Mounties at MMO? No. Students in public classrooms do not
need to be toilet trained to attend MMO Programs. We recommend families start toilet training before school begins. MMO
teachers, paraprofessionals, and support staff will assist with toileting and reinforce the training method used at home.

What is the school year calendar for the Mini-Mounties at MMO? All Mini-Mounties classes follow the MPS calendar. This
includes start and end dates, vacations, staff professional development days, abbreviated days, and school closures due to
weather. Students enrolled in MMO's Extended Care program may stay for aftercare on abbreviated days.

What are the teacher qualifications in Mini-Mounties at MMO classrooms? Public Pre-K lead teachers must hold a New
Jersey State Certification in Early Childhood Education (P-3 Certification) or Elementary Education.

Curriculum Focus: Mini-Mounties at MMO classrooms use Tools of the Mind (TOM). This research-based early childhood
model combines teacher training with an innovative curriculum. The program helps young children develop cognitive, social-
emotional, self-regulatory, and foundational academic skills. Visit our website for more information about this play-based
curriculum.

Will Mini-Mounties at MMO students and families participate in the same programming and have access to the
same resources as other MMO Classrooms? All MMO classrooms engage in a variety of year-round programs. These
include music with Ms. Deirdre, Spanish classes with Ms. Martha, and S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
Mathematics) activities. The daily schedule is similar across classrooms, including inquiry-based experiential learning,
outdoor playtime, snacks, lunch, and rest.

Do the Mini-Mounties at MMO participate in a lunch program? Parents or caregivers may provide lunch daily, or they
can enroll in the Mini-Mounties School Lunch Program through Montclair Public Schools. Families who qualify for free and
reduced lunch complete a form with the Montclair School District, and the district delivers lunch daily. Families
choosing to pay for school lunch create an account with the MPS school lunch program and select what they want delivered.

MMO Programs: mmoprograms.net | info@mmoprograms.org

Mini-Mounties: heeps://sites.google.com/mpsdnj.us/minimounties




